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stores, is unknown except in a few of the most
important towns of India where there is a com-
munity of Europeans and Eurasians. It would not
answer in the Indian village for the simple reason
that there is little or no money in circulation. The
people prefer to follow in the footsteps of their
ancestors and make payments in kind, either in
produce or labour. It would be inadvisable to alter
existing conditions. The villager is a child in the
matter of keeping money. He might be able to hide
it in a hole under his floor and leave it untouched;
but to spend it slowly and by degrees on legitimate
necessities for his household would be beyond his
powers.
The village system is as firmly rooted in the
land as the family system and the caste system.
The people are contented with it and desire no
change. It is useless to talk of progress and
improvement. Rules of life that governed their
fathers are good enough for them. On the other
hand they are quite ready to adopt improved tools
and European machinery. When the sewing
machine made its first appearance among the
tailors they believed the rapid and regular stitching
could only be the work of a devil shut in the box
and they did pujah to it. Now the sewing
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